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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

On behalf of Christ Church, I am writing to you to just say ñthank youò and express our profound             

appreciation for your continual support and participation in our Church. Your faithfulness and willingness 

to share the blessings God has bestowed upon you are a beacon of light in our community. 

 

Your support allows us to provide our weekly services, our outreach ministry, meals program, Bible studies, 

youth programs, supporting mission trips, and maintain and enhance our church facilities. It is through the 

grace of God and the generosity of believers like you that we can extend His kingdom and live out the    

Gospel in tangible ways. 

 

In Corinthians 9:7, Paul writes, ñEach of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò Your gift reflects the joy and love of 

Christ, inspiring us all to give generously and serve diligently in His name. We pray for you and your        

family, that Godôs peace and abundance will continue to be with you in all things. 

 

We cherish your involvement and support of Christ Church and look forward to growing together in faith 

and service. We are here to serve each other through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Thank you once again for your kind and generous heart. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

always. 

 

With deepest gratitude, 

 

 

Patrick Collins 
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Dear Christ Church Family, 
 
Welcome back from our summer vacations.  For the majority of us, we have 
routines.  These routines provide us with structure and boundaries.  These    
routines provide us with comfort and the ability to predict, in some small 
way, the future.  Some of our routines are small, like a cup of coffee in the 
morning ï while others are much larger, like a family gathering at       
Thanksgiving.  The structure of our routines allows us to look forward with 
anticipation to certain events.  And sometimes depending upon our place in 
life, we can see these structures and events differently ï ask any parent with 
children if everyone in the family sees the start of summer vacation in the 
exact same way. 
 

And, as beneficial as routines are for us, some time off for our routines is also good for us.  A summer        
vacation can provide us with the time and space to literally see a different part of the world, literally seeing 
things differently.  The time allows us the opportunity to explore and discover new parts of ourselves; we can 
learn so much about who we are when we óget awayô. 
 
And yet, it is also refreshing to return to our established routines.  These routines help us to mark the times 
and seasons of our lives.  These routines provide us with an overarching organization which helps us hold 
together the various parts of our lives such as education, work, family, hobbiesé our relationship with God. 
 
I pray that your summer was a time of refreshment and as well as a time to learn new things about the world 
and about yourself. 
 
We will soon be returning to our established routines here at Christ Church and I want to announce that     
starting on the first weekend of October (October 5th and 6th) we will once again have 4 worship services at 
Christ Church: 
 
 Saturdays ï 5pm ï Alive @ 5 
 Sundays ï 8am ï Rite I 
 Sundays ï 9:15am ï Rite II with Contemporary Music 
 Sundays ï 11am ï Rite II with Traditional Music 
 
We are blessed to have four different services here at Christ Church and we are blessed by the creative and 
artistic souls who help to make our worship experiences such a meaning part of our community life of faith.  
By sharing their gifts with the wider community, our members help all of us to move beyond our routines and 
to more fully engage in our worship of God. 
 
As we are moving back into our routines, I ask that you discern how your gifts might be of service to God 
with your faith community.  On September 7th and 8th, we held what I hope will be the first annual Renewal/
Kickoff weekend with a Ministry Fair.  Please explore the variety of ministries that are happening at Christ 
Church and ask yourself if you can see yourself involved in one of these ministries. 
 
As we leave the excitement of the summer behind us, and settle into our routines, it is my prayer that God 
will continue to bless you, and that you will continue to be a blessing for the world. 
 
Peace, 
Patrick 

CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ 5Ŝǎƪ ƻŦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
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The Vestry received great interest in the search process for the next rector 
and a lot of responses for being on the committee. 
 
After interviews and discussions, the search committee has been selected 
and includes 13 talented and  passionate members, consisting of seven 
men and six women, representing a healthy cross section of Christ 
Church. 
 
The committee includes: 
 
- Members who attend traditional and contemporary services  
- Both longtime members and recent worshippers  
- ñEmpty Nestersò and those with younger children 
- Members involved with Christ Churchôs many ministries  
 

The kickoff meeting will occur in the next two weeks and will provide a great opportunity for the committee 
members to get to know each other and to discuss roles and responsibilities as new teammates. 
 
The members of the Rector Search Committee are: 
 

 
 
Each of our worship services this weekend (Sept. 21-22) will include commissioning members of the             
committee. 
 
Going forward the committee will meet at least monthly. The initial focus will be on the work plan, selecting 
Chairpersons and Communications lead, and soliciting the input of the entire church on our vision and what 
we are looking for in our new minister. 

Barbara Ayers 

Brett Whitehead 

Chris Rigaux 

Hank Patterson 

Jim Fitzgerald (Vestry) 

Lucie Hughes 

Matt Boyce 

Peyton Procaccini (Vestry) 

Rich O'Brien 

Ruth Heltne 

Susan Itell 

Tony Brooks 

Vicki Richardson 

Introducing the Rector Search Committee 
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CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ 5Ŝǎƪ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎ wƛƎŀǳȄΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 

I feel fortunate to have been through this process before. When I was at St. 
Francis Church, St. Peterôs Parish in Potomac, MD, our rector of 27 years, 
Rev. Billy Shand, retired. Our extensive search processðnationwide, of 

courseðled us to pick a guy who grew up in Cold Spring, MD.  Fr. Mark Michael was all of 37 years old 
when we tapped him to lead us: he remains there now, having successfully closed a six-figure budget deficit 
(sound familiar?), and rebuilt the parish life. Fr. Markðwhom I remain in contact withðcurrently serves as 
the editor of The Living Church, the national magazine of our faith. (And if you check out page 58 of the 
current issue, you will see our very own Kelsey Spiker and Michael Valliant listed as new Deacons under 
Ordinations. They are also pictured on page 30 with the rest of the Iona graduating class.)  

 Louis Wright is one of those individuals who always has interesting 
things to talk about. He offhandedly mentioned that Crossroads used to be 
called Off the Top, so named by a rector who had male pattern baldness. 
Apparently, each rector can rename the newsletter: interesting. 

Which is one of only about a thousand decisions the new rector will be 
called upon to execute. I was humbled and honestly a little scared of the 
enormous responsibility when Jim Marvel called me a couple of Fridays 
ago and informed me that I had been chosen to serve on the search      
committee. My first thought was, donôt screw this up. We have a mantra 
that we follow in Stephen Ministry: We are the care givers but God is the 
cure givers. Similarly, we may be the rector searchers, but God is the    
rector selector.  

This church, this parish, should aim every bit as high as St. Francis did. Christ Church, St. Peterôs Parish, has 
absolutely everything a rector could want. There is a solid congregation here, hungry for new leadership with 
a long track record of establishing notable community initiatives as well as churning out future faith leaders. 
This is one of the oldest parishes in the United States of America, with an iconic church in one of the most 
beautiful towns in America. Need I mention the endowment? 

Like many of us, I can easily see a rector from a big city longing to spend his or her final active decade or so 
in a quieter place where all the important work can still be done but the hassles of big city living are over. I 
know that was one of the reasons I moved here, and I have not regretted it for one second. In fact, I have been 
astounded at the quality of culture, art, and athletics I have found here.  

Weðall of usðhave a great opportunity before us. And we all need to participate. Although everything is 
still to be determined, based on my experience, we will be spending the next few months reaching out to              
parishioners through myriad ways to gather your inputs, from worship style to faith priorities to activities that 
are currently missing in our parish life. So look for invitations to focus groups, small dinners, Sunday morn-
ing coffees, online surveys, and one-to-one personal interactions. We might be the captains on the deck, but    
somebodyôs gotta been in the galley pulling the oars! (Thatôs for you, Captain Marvel.) In all seriousness, the 
next step is what is known as the Discernment of the Parish: this Reddit writer sums it up nicely: ñDraft a     
parish profile in consultation with the parishioners. This requires a lot of introspection. How do they see their 
parish? What are its resources, strengths, and detriments or weaknesses? What are they looking for in a new 
rector, and how will they sell the parish to the candidates they meet?ò  

This is all just my personal guess as to whatôs next, but do not lose heart with how long the process takes. As 
Michael Jordan always said, ñIt doesnôt matter how you start: what matters is how you finish.ò  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstfrancispotomac.org%2Fclergy%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSecretary%40christchurcheaston.org%7C3dd84ac755144f24f4ea08dccddb24fe%7C2d07306f60f64e708321e0b8fb8cc571%7C0%7C0%7C638611588320505311%7CUnknown%7
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hǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŀŎƻƴŀǘŜ 

New Deacons Ordained at Christ 
Church! 
 
Congratulations to the new Deacons in the        
Diocese of Easton: Rev. Joanne Fisher,             
Rev. Kelsey Spiker, Rev. Jessica Stehle, and     
Rev. Michael Valliant. 
 
This is from the examination in the ordination   
service in the Book of Common Prayer: 
 
ñMy sisters and brother, every Christian is called 
to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the Father, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. God now 
calls you to a special ministry of servanthood   
directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, you are to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 
 
ñAs a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment from them, and to   
model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word and            
example, to those among whom you live, and work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, 
concerns, and hopes of the world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the          
ministration of God's Word and Sacraments, and you are to carry out other duties assigned to you from time to 
time. At all times, your life and teaching are to show Christ's people that in serving the helpless they are       
serving Christ himself.ò 
 
Joanne, Kelsey, Jessica, and Michael have each begun their faith walks and formation coming through Christ 
Church Easton, which makes six people who have been ordained at Christ Church since 2020, along with    
Rev. Barbara Coleman and Rev. Susie Leight. Rev. Carol Callaghan was the first of the recent ordinations 
here. 
 
Kelsey and Michael will continue to serve at Christ Church Easton, for the past 7+ years as lay ministers, and 
now as transitional deacons. 
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Bible Studies on Markôs Gospel Begin in Sept. 24 & 25 
 
Discover the Good News in the Bibleôs earliest Gospel 
 
This 6-week Bible study of Mark's Gospel will include study and discussion of 
Bible passages and stories themselves, as well as commentary from Amy Jill-
Levine's book "The Gospel of Mark: A Beginner's Guide to the Good News." 
 
Walk through the Bibleôs earliest source for the life of Jesus with scholar Amy
-Jill Levine as she examines John the Baptizer, the Little Apocalypse, the 
Transfiguration, and several of Jesus's most notable stories and parables. The 
Good News of the gospel message comes alive in this book as readers see    
Jesus as divine and human, powerful and weak, approachable yet mysterious. 
The book features an in-depth study of select passages and illuminates the 
Gospel in its historical context and as a source for the other gospels. 
 

Amy-Jill Levine (ñAJò) is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of New Testament and Jewish 
Studies at Hartford International University for Religion and Peace and University Professor of New Testament 
and Jewish Studies Emerita, Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies Emerita, and Professor of New 
Testament Studies Emerita at Vanderbilt University. An internationally renowned scholar and teacher, she is 
the author of numerous books including The Difficult Words of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to His Most          
Perplexing Teachings, Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi, Entering the 
Passion of Jesus: A Beginnerôs Guide to Holy Week, Light of the World: A Beginnerôs Guide to                     
Advent, Sermon on the Mount: A Beginnerôs Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, and Signs and Wonders: A    
Beginnerôs Guide to the Miracles of Jesus. 
 
There are three different sessions for the 6-week Mark Bible Study: 
 
Tuesdays at 1:00pm, beginning on September 24. 
 
Tuesdays at 6:00pm, beginning on September 24. 
 
Wednesdays at 11:00am, beginning on September 25. 
 
(click the link to register) 
 
There is no cost for the study. You can order a copy of the book for yourself, or you can order one through the 
church for $14. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please e-mail Michael Valliant 
at michael@christchurcheaston.org. 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ±ŀƭƭƛŀƴǘΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ !Řǳƭǘ 

 ϧ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

https://4kclcdfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K-P7DF0uwW7aJlNt4awuP3pYenOxuvRr3x0VP-I8y30Bnh7l6ZMAtodunk2Jzyt7-Mr2CjRxTZrf1R4kT4ZhJrxX_gRJCuVvGGkp5mG0TZxNxVGnBBwm3fQ1RswSDDN8eOEgqqLmuI5mCS-NAxVQEmzi5-qwGjB9pMDzBCtdgkLsSAZ6w8an9WBk57U98_KrxVdy-7VKinMq7FoSgqB_pwz1vn
https://4kclcdfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K-P7DF0uwW7aJlNt4awuP3pYenOxuvRr3x0VP-I8y30Bnh7l6ZMAtodunk2Jzyt7C1uKuxPTLKoAayxgWZ3-KVxodoIlQg8UyOLzY8XXLMVZxe7R_Kiv3bnViLhbVkOhu2l4Yckkyd5X1dCHEpBsN4VbHaqV7wkONt-_h_Ry9qGvSzWz-OsUZkhvr1_nsqWWn-er11dRv8uEqGcYQEWeT5hetZ
https://4kclcdfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K-P7DF0uwW7aJlNt4awuP3pYenOxuvRr3x0VP-I8y30Bnh7l6ZMAtodunk2Jzyt7BFQpTtlQBC6S-dwZG3MjouHM7m-C_BiLxLhON11WbgdHEssFYQ8u8SrcjtxHKaMEamAkCx1gCfflQl3fSLLKG7pSBut4hdUvyvhr4oiG5PzUCbYyvC_pNl3YRYutqk2BX7MxWUXCQ4iAkN74G1m38EIntv
mailto:michael@christchurcheaston.org
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Come Out for a Newcomer Dinner on Thursday, September 
26 at 6:00pm 
 
New to Christ Church? Want to get to know peopleðother      
parishioners and some of the staff? Or, are you just hungry? Join 
us for dinner on Thursday, September 26 at 6:00pm in the Parish 
Hall. 
 
It's wonderful to see so many new faces at our worship services! 
We look forward to getting to know you and to the opportunity to 
share a meal and fellowship. 
 
The event is free. If you need childcare, have any questions, or to 
register, please contact Michael Valliant at mi-
chael@christchurcheaston.org. 
 
 

Newcomer Class Set for Thursdays in October 
 
If you are looking to learn more about Christ Church, meet new people, and get a refresher or back-to-basics 
look at those activities that make us Christians, this fallôs Newcomer Class is a great place to start. Held on 
Thursday evenings at 6:00pm for four weeks in October, the class is being co-led by Kelsey Spiker and       
Michael Valliant. 
 
The Newcomer Class will introduce the ministries of Christ Church, orient you to the different parts of the 
campus, answer or discuss what specific questions you have, as well as looking at baptism, the Bible, the    
Eucharist, and prayer, exploring what those activities are all about and why they are important to our faith. By 
the end of the class, we hope participants will have a better understanding of the church and find ways that 
they want to get more involved. 
 
About the book, ñBeing Christianòð 
 
In this simple, beautifully written book Rowan Williams explores four essential components of the Christian 
life: baptism, Bible, Eucharist, and prayer. Despite huge differences in Christian thinking and practice both 
today and in past centuries, he says, these four basic elements have remained constant and indispensable for 
the majority of those who call themselves Christians. 
 
In accessible, pastoral terms Williams discusses the meaning and practice of baptism, the Bible, the             
Eucharist, and prayer, inviting readers to really think through the Christian faith and how to live it out.  
Questions for reflection and discussion at the end of each chapter help readers to dig deeper and apply      
Williams's insights to their own lives. 
 
The schedule: 
 
Thursday, October 3 at 6:00pm 
Thursday, October 10 at 6:00pm 
Thursday, October 17 at 6:00pm 
Thursday, October 24 at 6:00pm 
 
You can register online at our website or by e-mailing Michael Valliant at  
michael@christchurcheaston.org. 

Newcomer News 

mailto:michael@christchurcheaston.org
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After worship services on            
September 7 and 8, the Parish Hall 
was full of people, laughter, and 
great energy as members of the 
various ministries at Christ Church 
Easton were on hand to meet and 
inform anyone wanting to learn the 
different ways to get involved in 
the church. 
 
Ministries representing included: 
music ministries, youth and      
childrenôs ministries, Stephen 
Ministers, Womenôs Faith and    
Fellowship, food   ministry,        
eucharistic ministers and visitors, 
ushers and greeters, audio/visual/
tech, altar guild, adult education 
and Bible studies, and newcomers. 
 
The camaraderie and fellowship 
were easy to see and hear,          
refreshments were enjoyed, many 
new volunteers signed up, and the 
youth ministry ñair bazookaò 
changed hands and induced    
laughter several times. 
 
ñIt was a wonderful weekend,    

seeing new faces and welcoming back people we know,ò said interim priest Patrick Collins. ñOur heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who represented their ministries and to all who came out to learn more.ò 
 
If you were unable to make the renewal/kickoff weekend and would like to learn more about a particular      
ministry, please contact the front office.  

Renewal Weekend Kicks Off Fall at Christ Church 
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 CǊƻƳ YŜƭǎŜȅ {ǇƛƪŜǊΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ CƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

Christ Church Youth Group 

This Summer CCYG served the local          
community during their Local Mission       
Overnight. Students & leaders served alongside 
Talbot Humane, Talbot Interfaith Shelter, and 
Appleseed Books.  

 

At Talbot Humane students helped to clean, prepare enrichment 
treats, and make toys for the current shelter residents. They also 
spent time providing comfort care to some of the animals. 
Many students also brought in donations for Talbot Humane 

which is always collecting gently used or new blankets & towels, as well at pet 
toys, pet food, and other pet supplies. The team spent time working with           
Appleseed Books whose mission is to collect gently used and new books so that 
they can distribute them to children of all ages who lack access to reading         
materials.  At Talbot Interfaith Shelter's transitional homes, students and leaders 
helped to beautify the landscape. They weeded, trimmed bushes, collected trash, 
planted new plants, and mulched the beds around the homes. One of the residents 
joined in on the fun, while another came out to tell the team how much it meant to 
her to enjoy the beauty of the gardens! The team was touched to spend time with 
some of the residents!  

It was a wonderful weekend serving as the hands and feet of 
Jesus in our own "backyard"! 


