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Dear Christ Church Family, 
 
It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is here.  It does not seem that long 
ago that I was arriving here at Ash Wednesday.  But, Thanksgiving is here 
and that means that we are about to start óthatô time of year again. 
 
It is very easy to get caught up in the excitement of ñThe Christmas        
Seasonò right about now.  In our American culture we will watch the      
Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade with a huge float carrying Santa Clause 
as the capstone.  And usually, you will hear some TV personality announce 
that ñthe Christmas Season has officially begunò. 
 
Already this year, I have seen Christmas decorations in local stores before 

Halloween.  Iôve heard Christmas music on a local radio station.  There are a few houses in town that took   
advantage of the warm weather in order to get their Christmas lights and decorations up.  And for the romantic 
souls in our parish, I canôt forget to mention The Hallmark Channel which seems to have switched over to 
Christmas programming exclusively for several weeks now.  The world is beginning to get a lot busier again. 
 
But, the Church has a different message for this time of year.  We are entering the Season of Advent; the time 
of the Church Year when we prepare for the birth of Jesus by slowing down.  This is important for us because 
this season invites us to be poignantly counter cultural.  Instead of speeding up and getting busier (as the world 
encourages us to do), our faith is asking us to slow down and be reflective.  Instead of rushing around trying to 
attend or host lots of social gatherings, we are being asked to be in prayer and to spend time listening to and 
talking with God. 
 
It is my hope that you will give yourself permission to slow down this Advent Season.  Allow yourself to say 
ónoô to a social activity that you may not really want to doé Choose to buy one less present this yearé  Be 
graceful with yourself and choose to miss a beloved Christmas movie this yearé Give yourself the gift of 
time and space. 
 
And with that gift, be still, óbe patient and wait upon the Lordô.  Turn off the phone, the TV, the AI devices, 
the lights, and all of those worldly distractionsé simply breathe.  Allow yourself to be silent.  Just listen   
without any expectations.  ñPrepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for Himò. Letôs not to be too 
busy in our modern world to take the time to hear what  surprise God might be trying to tell us. 
 
May we be blessed by God and may we be a blessing to others ï now and always. 
 
Peace, 
Patrick 

CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ 5Ŝǎƪ ƻŦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
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The Committee's mission/purpose is to: Provide oversite, share 
guidance, develop, and implement processes for the recruitment, 
identification, assessment, selection, and onboarding of a new 
Rector for Christ Church. 

 

We will fulfill this mission through the work being done in the 
five phases of the search: 

 

Ŀ Congregational Discovery 

Ŀ Solicitation of Interest/Calling 

Ŀ Assessment of Candidates 

Ŀ Vestry Selection          

Ŀ On Boarding  

 

Currently the Committee is focused on the Congregational       
Discovery phase--the " we need your input" phase!  

 

A survey tool is being finalized to gather the congregationôs input. This will be made available via online and 
paper  

 

"Holy Cow," a group recommended by the Diocese, is assisting with this process. The company has extensive 
experience with churches, searches, and survey data. 

The survey will provide an opportunity for you to share your wants, needs and skills of our future rector.   

 

The information gathered through the survey is just one of the tools that is being used to help inform the parish 
profile. The profile is used for recruiting the new rector. 

  

The survey will be emailed and hard copies available to the congregation the week of December 10th. In        
addition, the search committee will set up and staff computers after services and in the rectory offices for those 
who don't have access to computers or want some help completing it. 

 

More information to come!  
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Christmas and New Yearôs Holiday Worship Schedule 
 
December brings us Advent and the Twelve Days of Christmas and carries us right into New Yearôs Eve. Itôs 
one of our busiest times of year as people who we donôt see regularly are inspired to attend Christmas Eve ser-
vices to remind themselves of the real reason for the season. 
 
Before we get to Christmas Eve, our Childrenôs Church students will present their Christmas Pageant at the 
9:15am contemporary service, which most of the children attend: 
 
Sunday, December 22 at 9:15am 
Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 
 
This year our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day schedule continue on the track they have been on for the last 
several years: 
 
Christmas Worship Schedule 
 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00pm 
Christmas Eve Service with Contemporary Music and Communion 
 
Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00pm 
Christmas Eve Service with Contemporary Music and Communion 
 
Tuesday, December 24 at 10:00pm 
Christmas Eve Service with Traditional Music and Communion 
 
Wednesday, December 25 at 10:00am 
Christmas Morning Service with Communion 
 
The week between Christmas Day and New Yearôs Day is a quiet time when people seem to stay in, we see 
fewer faces at worship services, and we give our worship team some time and space to catch their breath after 
a busy month of rehearsals and services. 
 
The week between Christmas and New Yearôs, our worship service schedule is slightly revised: 
 
Saturday, December 28 
No Saturday Alive @ 5 Service 
 
Sunday, December 29 at 8:00am 
Rite I Service with Communion 
 
Sunday, December 29 at 10:00am 
Christmas Lessons and Carols with Communion 
 
Wednesday, January 1 
No Healing Service 
 
Please note, on Sunday, December 29 there will not be 9:15am contemporary or 11:00am traditional music 
services, instead there will be a single 10:00am service, led by choir director Carolyn Cutler and the traditional 
choir, focused on Christmas-themed lessons and carols. 
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Liturgical Experiments at Christ Church 
 
Advent is one of the times when the Church invites us to look inward as we prepare for a miracle of God.  This 
advent, we will begin using different Eucharistic Prayers at all of our worship services.  The reason for this is 
to help us experience and see things a little differently in the hopes that we might discover new and exciting 
things about God (and about ourselves) during this time. 
 
For our contemporary language services (Alive@5; 9:15am and 11am) we will be using Eucharistic Prayer C.  
This prayer is sometimes jokingly referred to as the óStar Wars Prayerô, the reason for that will probably        
become quite clear after the first or second time you participate with it.  But if not, please see Patrick for an 
explanation. 
 
This prayer was chosen for a couple of reasons, the first being that we are continuing to explore the Book of 
Common Prayer.  This is an important thing for us to do right now because we are searching for a new rector, 
and we donôt know what liturgical ideas (s)he will bring.  We want to explore and experience new things now 
so that we are ready to face any possible changes that the new rector will bring. 
 
The second reason this prayer was chosen was because of the responsive nature in the prayer.  This prayer was 
designed to include active participation from the congregation, something that Christ Church has been doing 
for a while.  The call and response format of this prayer will highlight and reinforce some of the call and      
response work that we have already been doing. 
 
For our traditional language service (8am) we will be using Eucharistic Prayer II.  Simply put, we only have 
two choices in Rite I, so we will be exploring óthe other choiceô.  But, we will be bringing back some other 
parts of that liturgy such as the Prayer of Humble Access. 
 
To be clear and upfront: these changes are not intended to be permanent.  This is an opportunity to explore a 
little more of the Book of Common Prayer.  However, in order to give us all a chance to live into these prayers, 
we will be using them through the seasons of Advent, Christmas and the Season after Epiphany.  It is asked 
that you allow yourself the opportunity to live into and experience several worship services before making any 
decisions about these different Eucharistic Prayers.  Our initial impression of someone or something is not    
always our long-term experience. 
 
If you have feedback and/or concerns about this liturgical experiment, please contact Patrick in the parish     
office.  His office hours are Monday ï Thursday 9am-5pm. 

[ŜǘΩǎ  

¢ŀƭƪ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΧΦΦΦ 
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The Wonders of Waterfowl at  

Christ Church Easton 

 

The Waterfowl Festival shows up the second weekend of November 
each year and takes over the Christ Church campus and most of 
Easton. While it may seem like the festival consumes only that week 
or maybe the month or so of focused dedication and preparation that 
we are involved in as a church, the reality is that the efforts and ef-
fects of Waterfowl are present throughout the year.  

 

First of all, THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who lent a hand, 
or two, to help out with the functionality of our Duck INN and Duck 
OUT food booths, fry shack, cashier office, and kitchen. Thank you 
to all who came up to set up and tear down and help out with the 
heavy lifting. Thank you to all of you who baked loads of delicious 
goodies. Thank you to those who showed up to hand make our deli-
ciously famous crabcakes (which we SOLD OUT OF). Thank you to 
all who came by and supported our Waterfowl efforts as a patron 
over the weekend. Thank you to all who prayed over this ministry.  

            None of this happens without YOU! THANK YOU!  

 

This yearôs efforts raised a whopping $24,300 dollars!  
 

Much of our success is due to the support and love of Bill & Sherrie Oertel who own and run Harrisô Crab 
House and Dessert First on Kent Island. A couple of years ago Bill & Sherrie were volunteering at the Duck 
INN booth for Waterfowl and saw all the paper goods that we purchased for the event and asked me where I 
was purchasing the items. When I shared that everything was purchased at retail price, they insisted that they 
help out the following year by having us purchase as much as possible through their restaurant at wholesale 
prices. That was the start of a beautiful friendship and partnership. Bill & Sherrie have been instrumental in 
simplifying the prep work and shopping before the festival, as well as helping us to introduce a new item, our 
yummy Crabby Fries, and incorporating their Cream of Crab Soup into the weekend line up. And if you were 
on campus this Waterfowl you already know about the top-secret tartar sauce that they make over there, we are 
convinced there might be gold in it, itôs that good! Bill & Sherrie are instrumental members of this ministry, 
and we are blessed to have them alongside us.  

 

As Iôve been reflecting on the successes of this yearôs Waterfowl it occurs to me that those successes go far 
beyond the monetary gain. Friendships like Bill and Sherrieôs are one of those successes. I can still hear the 
laughter of the kitchen team ringing in my ears as they worked hard to keep up supplied with all of our hot 
foods. Some of our youngest volunteers were members of our Childrenôs Ministry and helped Fr. Patrick wipe 
trays and assisted in restocking our drink bins. I smile when I think about the sets of feet that came across our 
sacred grounds over the course of those 3 days ï there is no other time that we have that many people on     
campus. We had many ñfirst timersò join in the fun this year, paling up with seasoned ófowlers to sling fritters, 
run clam strips, and deep fry candy bars. So many of you had the opportunity to share in these experiences this 
year, or you have in the past.  
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There are other successes that many donôt get to experience because these are the successes that happen 
throughout the rest of the year. We use the funds we raise at Waterfowl to bless the community in a few        
different ways. One thing that will take place is that in the coming weeks several checks will be mailed out to 
surprise non-profit organizations in the community. These organizations will receive a check to support their 
work, a note to say, ñThank Youò on behalf of our church for their hard work, and to also say ñKeep Going ï 
we see you, we believe in you!ò. We all can understand the importance of that kind of love and support. I get 
so excited to put those in the mail on your behalf each year.  

 

Another way that money is used is to supplement our Outreach Ministry. Weekly I have two appointments to 
meet with people who have reached out to our church for financial support. This is one of my favorite parts of 
my position here at the church. While it isnôt always easy, itôs blessed so many people and it blesses me as 
well. Many of you have heard me talk about my homeless friend Robert, I met him through this ministry. We 
help many people from our homeless community, like Robert, to secure warm housing and get a shower from 
local hotel accommodations. We also support our local Recovery Community in helping people who currently 
reside in our local recovery homes to stay there while they navigate a new chapter in life. We also help people 
who find themselves in more unique situations like the gentleman who met with me this summer who was in 
need of wheelchair accessories to hold his phone and tablet which helped him to communicate with people. Or 
the woman in her forties who came in having just been diagnosed with Alzheimerôs and who now had to rely 
on her mother for everything. After deciding how we could help her financially we joined hands and prayed 
together a prayer that brought the Holy Spirit into the room with us, these ladies were prayer warriors! Another 
favorite story from this past year was a meeting with one of my ñregularsò. We meet with community mem-
bers for financial support on an annual basis. Once weôve offered support, we donôt offer financial assistance 
again until a calendar year has passed. We have relationships with several community members who visit us 
annually according to this rule. This one specific member has been active in addiction since I met him. When 
he came in for his appointment this year I introduced myself, and he said ñYou know me!ò. I said his name 
questioningly. And he said ñYES!ò. He went on to tell me that he had experienced a cardiac event earlier in the 
year and was hospitalized and had to change his lifestyle. He looked so healthy and well that I didnôt recognize 
him right away! It was an answered prayer to see him changed for the better.  

 

These are all the successes of Waterfowl that go far beyond November and bless our community in countless 
ways. None of this happens without this generous community of faith. Itôs amazing what a few hundred candy 
bars and some funnel cake battered fried 
candy bars can do!  

 

Peace & Love.  
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I have known who Mike Hiner was for some time, seeing him around the 
community as the president of a local construction company. It wasn't    
until a couple years ago that I met Mike. 

 

Christ Church parishioner Brett Whitehead is a mutual friend and           
mentioned that Mike was a Deacon in the Lutheran Church (he was        
consecrated as a Deacon in 2019 at St. Paulôs Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Cordova). Mike and I started to meet on Fridays to talk about 
faith, sermons, Bible study, and life. It's been a great friendship and       
meetings I look forward to each week. 

 

The Episcopal and Lutheran churches have a lot in common. We use the 
same lectionary for our readings and the two churches are in communion 
with one another. Those who were a part of Christ Church Easton in 2018 
may remember that when Fr. Bill Ortt was on sabbatical that we had       
Jerrett Hansen and Laura Ingersol, two Lutheran ministers, serve here as 
interim clergy for five months. 

 

As Mike and I were talking this fall, we discussed how difficult a time December and the holidays can be for 
some people. We've each seen so many people dealing with loneliness, grief, depression, or anxiety for one 
reason or another. And we started thinking about offering a series of "Blue December" services for anyone     
going through something this time of year who might want to come together for a quiet worship service in the 
evening in the middle of the week, and have some fellowship and discussion after. 

 

On Wednesdays, December 4, 11, and 18 at 5:00pm at Christ Church Easton a Lutheran Deacon and an      
Episcopal Deacon will lead Blue December services. The services will include a lighting of candles, prayers, 
quiet music and singing, Scripture readings and reflections, some silence, Communion with previously        
sanctified elements (often called a Deacon's Mass), and time to talk and be together after the service. 

 

We will come together in the hope that people will feel God's presence and love and experience the company, 
care, and fellowship of other people. 

 

All are welcome. 

 

I speak for both Deacon Mikes, when I say that this is an offering that comes from our hearts and the desire to 
serve God and love our neighbors in our shared community. 

Two Deacon Mikes from Two Denominations,  

One Blue December Collaboration 
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Music is such a wonderful part of the coming season! Our 

choir has been busy preparing Advent and Christmas Music. 

There are still opportunities for anyone who would like to 

sing with the Christmas Eve choir. If interested, contact     

Carolyn at choir@christchurcheaston.org. Mark your         

calendars with these special events: 

¶ Advent Lessons and Carols here at Christ Church on  

Sunday, December 1 at 5:00 pm. This is a joint effort with 

Trinity Cathedral choir. Last years service was well attended, 

leaving standing room only. This year the service can be 

viewed remotely in the Parish Hall during the live                

performance and also streamed on Facebook. 

¶ Christmas Eve traditional candlelight service at 10 pm 

with choir, keyboard, and strings. Music will begin at 9:30. 

The choir will get much deserve a break following Christmas Eve service. 

On Sunday, December 29, there will be a joint service at 10 am with music led by Sara Chapple and Carolyn 

Cutler. The congregation will have an opportunity to sing their favorite carols as we present a service of 

Christmas Lessons and Carols. 

Musical Notes  

From Choir Director Carolyn Cutler 
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My trip to the Bible Museum was an unforgettable journey that 
left me inspired and in awe. Walking through exhibits of ancient 
manuscripts and artifacts brought biblical stories to life and high-
lighted the incredible preservation of this sacred text. The inter-
active displays showcased the Bibleôs profound impact on art, 
music, and society, making the experience both engaging and 
captivating. It felt like traveling through time, connecting with 
the heart of humanityôs cherished history and faith. This visit re-
newed my sense of purpose and gratitude, and I highly recom-
mend it to anyone seeking inspiration!  

 

The Bible Museum trip was such a blessing, most especially 
spending time with old and new friends.  The New Testament movie was beautifully done and moved me to 
tears! Carol Anderson's After a lovely ride into DC, All 30 of us arrived safe and sound at the National Bible 
Museum. All five floors of it! No, it wasn't five floors of Bibles, it was five floors of incredible History pre-
sented in the most artistic and beautiful way you could ever imagine. There were guides everywhere to explain 
the different venues to people and show you how to work the computerized displays. It was amazing. At one 
point we were in a huge room that had a movie going on on all four walls and then turned into a light show 
that we, the visitors produced by the movements of our bodies and arms. It was incredible. And there was a 
biblical village that you could walk through that had Joseph's Carpenter shop and the villagers houses that you 
could enter and see their possessions and how they lived, we saw their beds, kitchens, cooking utensils, and 
ovens that were baking flat bread. And there was the Sea of Galilee too. Another floor had the most incredible 
stained glass windows and ancient artifacts from Greece, Rome and the Philistines. The Dead Sea Scrolls and 
Toras from the time of Christ too . It was incredible, More than I can put in this short space. It's a "Must Seeò 
to put on your Bucket List.ð Your Sister in Christ, Susie   

 

The highlight of my trip to the Museum of the Bible was learning about the Old Testamentôs Ruth, the hard-
ships she faced, and those hardships became her opportunities to turn to God. Ruth was the grandmother of 
David.ð Vicki Richardson  

 

1. We participated in an interactive exhibit called: All Creation Sings, which focused on our human response 
to the Lordôs goodness, How wonderful He is, taking cues from creation and the development of our human 
response to mirror him in what is ñgoodò, or TOV 2. We toured the exhibit , History of the Bible which started 
at the beginning of time with the flood, origins of the scrolls, oral and written traditions, translations, and the 
different texts. I found this the most interesting in the museum.ð Katie Hall  

 

Overall very informative but most of all, made me thankful to live in a country in which I can feel unafraid to 
worship God and read the Bible.ð Julie Fikes 

 

Christ Church Womenõs Group Ministry 

! ojµ µ~{j| oª~{ ®qj {r|r«®ª· qrpqzrpq®jh ®qjrª {~«® j|x~·]ezj §]ª®« ~o 
®qjrª h]· ®ªr§ ®~ ®qj )rezj >¯«j¯{ÓÓÏ 
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